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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the paper is 1) to single out the basic types of argument transfer for Ket that have the direct affect on verb-internal coding of valence
change, and single out the limited number of formal strategies corresponding to argument transfer types out of the diversity of subject and object
markers in Ket, 2) to give the classification (see below) of the valence-changing operations according to the basic types of argument transfer in Ket
corresponding to formal verb-internal coding strategiesl, and 3) to uncover some peculiar affects of semantic and argument distribution features on
the Ket verb formation. The main fact in the focus of attention is regular direct correspondence between the generalized basic types of argument
transfer listed in subparagraphs under 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, etc., and basic formal verb-internal coding strategies. The data under study are the pairs of verbs

associated as the input and output constructions corresponding to basic valence changing operations listed below in sub-subparagraphs under 1.1.1,
1.1.2, and further.

1. Valence-decrease operations.

1.1. The argument from input object function trasfers to output subject, removing input subject Sx + Ox — Qy + Sy
1.1.1. Anticausative Sx [cause] + Ox — @y + Sy [cause]
1.1.2. Resultative Sx [cause] + Ox {action} — @y [D]+ Sy {state}
1.2. The argument from the input object function trasfers to output subject, preserving the input subject Sx + Ox — Sx + Sy
1.2.1. Reflexive Sx + Ox — Sx + Sy (coreferential)
1.2.2.  Reciprocal Sx + Ox — Sx + Sy (plural)
1.2.3. Autocausative Sx + Ox — Sx + Sy (quasi-coreferential)
1.2.4* “Auto-instrumental” Sx (+ Ox) — Sx [+Sy Instrument] (+ Ox)
1.3. The argument from the input object is removed, preserving the input subject
1.3.1. Deobjective Sx+Ox — Sy + 9y

2. Valence-increase operations.
2.1. The argument added enters the output subject position, shifting the input subject

to output object position /{action}/+S
2.1.1. Causative /Sx {action}/ — Sy [cause] + /Oy {action}/
2.2. The argument added enters the output object position, preserving the input subject: transitive verb (rare type in Ket) Sx = Sx + Oy
2.3. The argument added enters the output object position, input subject and object preserved: applicative
2.3.1.  Thematic (rare type in Ket) /Sx + Ox/— /Sx + Ox/+ Oy
2.3.2* Instrumental /Sx + Ox/ — /Sx + Ox/ + [Oy Instrument]

" In the classification the emphasis is on morphological and syntactic valence change by argument transfer in basic types, though comments on semantic additional information
are given, when it is relevant, in square brackets (semantic feature of the argument) and braces (semantic feature of the situation); slashes enclose the part of the input
construction preserved in the output, even if the functional status of the arguments changed, additional comments are given in round brackets.

(*) marks the cases where semantic valence change does not affect syntactic valence change, but affects morphological coding of changes in argument structure. The left part of
the equation shows input construction, the right part — output construction, the succession of the arguments is preserved the same in the right part of the equation as in the left, S
— subject, O — object, x — input argument or output argument preserving its status, y — output argument (if there is a change in its status), ‘@’ stands for deletion of the argument
or a feature, that was given in the left part of an equation in this place.



MARINA A. ZINN BASIC VALENCE-CHANGING OPERATIONS CODING ARGUMENT TRANSFER IN KET

Handout 1
Chart 1. Actant conjugations - four argument marking types, basic models*.
intransitive transitive intransitive transitive
conjugation 1. Active 4. Inactive coref
Subject P8 Act.S (+P-1 SubjPL) P8 Act.S (+P-1 SubjPL) P8 Act.S (+P-1 SubjPL) P8 Act.S (+P-1 SubjPL)
Sub]ect‘ P1 InactCoref.S P1 InactCoref.S
coreferential
Object P4/3/1 ActO P6 Abs.O
conjugation 2. Absolutive 3. Absolutive coref
Subject P6 Abs.S P8 Act.S (+P-1 SubjPL) P8 Act.S P8 Act.S
Subject P6 AbsCoref.S P6 AbsCoref.S
coreferential
Object P6 AbsO P4/3/1 ActO
Chart 2. Actant conjugations - four argument marking types, basic and derived models, derivational relation of argument marking series.
. o o derived intransitive . . o derived intransitive
intran-sitive transitive . intransitive transitive . .
(resultative) (anticausative)
conjugation 1. Active 4. Inactive coref
P8 Act.S P8 Act.S P4/3/1 InAct.S P3 InAct.S
Subject P PIRTS T A A P8 Act.S P8 Act.S e
(+P-1 SubjPL) = (+P-1 SubjPL) = «— P4/3/1 ActO 1 QT 1 QT «— P4/3/1 ActO
agent agent = patient (*+P-1 SubjPL) (+P-1 SubjPL) = patient
Subject P1 InactCoref.S « P1 InactCoref.S « P1 InactCoref.S «
coreferential P4/3/1 ActO P4/3/1 ActO P4/3/1 ActO
Object P4/31 ActO = P6 AbsO
patient
conjugation 2. Absolutive 3. Absolutive coref
. P8 Act.S P6 Abs.S
Subject P6 Abs.S (+P-1 SubjPL)  P6 AbsO P8 Act.S P8 Act.S
Subject P6 AbsCoref.S P6 AbsCoref.S
coreferential «— P6 AbsO «— P6 AbsO
Object P6 AbsO P4/3/1 ActO

* Act.S is obligatorily animate and refers to agent, Act.O is obligatorily inanimate and refers to patient, Abs.O identical marker as Abs.O
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Handout 2. Illustrations. Active and Absolutive conjugation verbs, verb-internal argument markers.

Chart 3. Positions determining actant conjugations and the argument marker series cross-referencing the person, number and class (for 3" person

singular) of the arguments .

position P8 P6 P6 (ablative series — | P6 (coreferential series | P4 P3 Pl P-1
labialized before — redundant subject

person ablative k in P5) markers)

IN¢ di ba~bo bo ba~bo - - di -
28G ku ku ku ku - - ku -
3M du a~o~bu 0 bu a (o) - -
3F da~do i~u~bu u bu [ - -
?SIEAN L) da~d> O~i~u~bu u bu - b -

or

L pL di day doy day - - day n
2 PL ku kay kay koy - - kay n
3 ANIM.PL du ay~oy~bu oy bu ay (oy) - ay n

Table 1. Partial paradigm of the verb “roll something/somebody downhill” (present tense)
Illustrations are given in the table in the same order as we give them for all verb forms further:

the form of the verb, translation, positions, glosses SJ subject marker, O — object marker, RS — redundant Coreferential subject marker, M — masculine, F

— feminine, INAN — inanimate, PL — plural, SG - singular
Argument coding confuguration: P8 Act.S-ablative®-P4/3/1 Act.O-roll’-(P-1 SubjPL) refers to Active conjugation infinitive tin rol/*

the form of the verb translation positions glosses

(Dkivtan I'roll it downhill di*-k*-b’-tan’ 15G.s1%-ablative’-3INAN.O-roll’
(K)kittan you roll me downhill ku®-k5-di'-tan’ 25G.sJ%-ablative®-15G.0'-roll’
dakajtan she rolls him downbhill da®-k*-a’-(j)-tan’ 3r.sJ%-ablative’-3M.0"-roll’
t)kijtayin we roll her downni di’*-k’-i*-(j)-tan’-n" PL.SJ -ablative’-3F.0"-roll’-S.PL
(tkijtayin Il her d hill 8 1.5 :4 0) []0 1 1 8_ablative>-3F.0 -roll’ -1
k)kirantayin you (pl) roll us downni ku’-k>-dan'-tan’-n" PL.SJ -ablative’-1PL.O -roll’-S.PL
k) rantayin (pl) roll us d hill 8 1.5 []1 I_]O 1 2 8_ablative -1 _roll” -1
t)kiyantayin they rol you (pl) downhi du®-k’-kan'-tan’-n PL.SJ -ablative’-2PL.O -roll’-S.PL
(Dkiyantayin h / 1) downhill 8 Kk*-kap'-tap’-n" 3 ablative’-2 roll” a
dakanatan she rolls them downhill da®-K’-an*-(a)-tan’ 3r.sJs%-ablative’-3PL.0"-roll’

* Note that within this view on the basic model we consider as non-derived verbs that cannot be consider as derived in respect to any other finite verb, the infinitive is the basic
element that bears the lexical meaning is a separate verb lexeme in Ket, and a number of verbs don’t have any corresponding infinitive, sometimes though there are 2 or more
infinitives with the same meaning used in competing finite verb formation models.

interdependence of valence change of a verb and argument transfer
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Handout 3. Illustrations. Basic models. Active and Absolutive conjugation verbs, verb-internal argument markers.

Table 2 Transitive and itransitive verbs of active and absolutive conjugations.

Active conjugation Absolutive conjugation
transitives arguments P8 Act.S (+SubjPL™") + P6 Abs.O
arguments P8 Act.S (+SubjPL™) + P4/3/1 Act.O
Active transitive 1 Absolutive transitive 1
infinitive do cut infinitive tasaj shoot, hit
:—1;,182;2 {)30 Lgol‘f (e.g. hair), shave it (beard) datamsajoksa she shoot at him

I-a-b - 8 27 61,5 0
15G.51*-durative’-3INAN.O*-cut’ da’-tasaj’-0’-k’-(s)-a

3r.s1*-shoot’-3M.0%-ablative’-event’
Active transitive 2 Absolutive transitive 2
infinitive tin roll infinitive hatay hug
dakajtay she rolls him downhill (t)hatagon(g)avetn they hug them
da®-k’-a*-(j)-tan’ du®-hatan’-on’-k*-bet"-n"
3r.s1°-ablative™3M.0"-roll’ 3pL.s1%-hug’-3PL.0 -ablative’-activity’-s.PL™
Active transitive 3 Absolutive transitive 3
infinitive tin roll infinitive tanaj pull
tin(g)ivto I plug it datanajoksa she pulls him
di®-tin’-k>-b*-to" da*-tanaj’-0°-k*(s)-a"
1SG.SJ 8-roll(?)7-ablative(?)5-3INAN.O"’-place0 3E.SJ 8-pull7-3M. si®-ablative’-event
intransitives intransitives
argument P8 Act.S (+SubjPL™") argument P8 Act.S (+SubjPL™)
Active intransitive 2 Absolutive intransitive 1
infinitive isqo catch fish infinitive sa:l spend the night
disqoavet [ catch fish bayissal [ spend the night (once)
di'-isqo’-a*-vet" ba®-k’~(s)-sal’
6 e 5 . 0

15G.ss%-catch.fish’-durative’-3INAN.O*-activity’ 1SG.sJ -adessive™-spend.night
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Handout 4. Illustrations. Derived models for decreasing valence. Inactive coreferential and absolutive coreferntial verbs.
Table 3.

conjugation | Absolutive coreferential intransitive conjugation | Inactive coreferential intransitive
(corresponding verbs Absolutive transitive) (corresponding verbs Active transitive)
1a. reflexive | (t)tasajbula he shot/hit himself 7. anti- tingavatd it gets plugged
dub-tax aj7_bu6_ (ks)— i2-a° causative tig7-k5- a‘b3-a'-to’
3M.s1*-shoot’-3Rs -ablative’-PT*-event’ roll(?)"-ablative(?)’-durative*-31NAN.s*-3rS -place’
P8 Act.S"shoot’-P6 AbsCoref.S’-ablative’- PT*-event’ roll(?)"-ablative(?)>-durative*- P3 InAct.S* P1
(see Absolutive transitive 1) InactCoref.Sl-place0
2. reciprocal (Hhatanbuksivetn they hug each other (see Active transitive 3)
du®-hatan’-bu’-k’~(s)-bet’-n" 1b. . Ql.lssqagdisj {‘ wc.llrm.{ogyself up
3pL.s1*-hug’-3rs -ablative -activity’-s1.pL" reflexive ;h usa-a di-diit durative'-15G RS
Ms-hug7- P6 Abs. O-ablative -activi tyo-wjﬂ'l . :;I;Jt i‘-,::;arm -causative’-durative -1 SG.RS -
32, auto- fisee Al.)solutlve transitive 2) P8 Act.S ®-warm’-causative’-durative*-P1
it atanajbuksa she stretches InactCoref.S!-transitive’
causative da*-tapaj’-bu’-k*~(s)-a" (see Causative 2)
3F.s1%-pull’-3rs-ablative’-event’ 3b. auto- kivatig it rolls downhill
P8 Act.S *-pull’-P6 AbsCoref.S-ablative’-event’ causative k-b’-a'-tip"
(see Ab.s-olutlve transitive 3) ablative®-3INAN.SI'-3RS -roll’
4. auto- dakutolijbuksa ora ceucmmuem . 5 . 0
. s 71 615 0 ablative’-P3 InAct.S-P1 InactCoref.S-roll
instrumental | da’-kutolij -bu’-k’-(s)-a (see Active transitive 2)
3r.5J°-Kutolij’-3rs -ablative’-event’
P8 Act.S*Kkutolij’- P6 AbsCoref.S °-ablative’-event’ - - — v -
o conjugation | Active intransitive (resultative)
(no transititve) . . .
5 ; X (corresponding verbs Active transitive)
S. (Mtasajbuksa he stings (said of a wasp) -
deobjective 8 71615 0 6b. AYaro it is cut
du’-tasaj -bu’-k’-(s)-a resultative | a*-b*-a'-do’
3M.s1°-shoot’-3rs®-ablative’-event’ durative’-3INAN.SJ -resultative'-cut’
P8 Act.S"shoot’-P6 AbsCoref.S°-ablative’-event’ durative’- P4/3/1 InAct.S’-resultative'-cut’
(see Absolutive transitive 1) (see Active transitive 1)
conjugation | Absolutive intransitive (resultative) 6c¢. usqavarij it is warmed up
(corresponding verbs Absolutive transitive) resultative us7-q5-a4-b3 —al-rij0
6a. tasajoksaj he is shot/hit warm7-causoatives-durative4-3lNAN.SJ 3_resultative'-
resultative 7615 -0 intransitive
tasa) 2 & _(6S = . s 0 warm’-causative -durative’-P4/3/1 InAct.S’-
shoot’-3M.SJ"-ablative’-state 1. s 0
shoot’-P6 Abs.S®-ablative’-state’ resultative jlntransmve
(see Absolutive transitive 1) (see Causative 1)
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Handout 5. Illustrations. Derived models for increasing valence.

Causative verbs

Active model causative verbs
arguments P8 Act.S + P4/3/1 Act.O
Table 4.

causative verb derived from infinitive denoting causing state

causative verb derived from infinitive denoting action with intransitive
potential

infinitive us’qat make warm

Causative 1

dusqavra [ warm it up

dis-us7-q5-a4-b3-da0

15G.8J *-warm’-causative’-durative*-3INAN.O'-transitive’

Causative 2

kusqadda you warm me up

ku®-us’-q’-a*-di'-da’

25G.SJ *-warm’-causative’-durative'-15G.0'-transitive’

infinitive isqo catch fish

Causative 3

disqoqadda he makes me go fishing (catch fish)
dut-isqo’-q*-a*-di'-da’

3M.5J *-catch.fish’-causative’-durative®-15G.0'-transitive’

infinitive qot cry, weep
Causative 4

(d)qotqadda he makes me cry
du®-qot’-q*-a*-di'-da’

3M.5J *-cry’-causative’-durative’-15G.0'-transitive’

Table 5. Applicative verbs
Absolutive model
arguments P8 Act.S (+SubjPL™") + P6 Abs.O

infinitive qil put (smb/smth) onto or into

transitive verb

daqajdil she dresses him
da®-q’-a*~(j)-dil’
3F.SJs-insides-3M.04-put.onto0

applicative verb

daawivdil she dresses him in something
da®-a’-q’-b*-dil’
3r.8J*-3M.0%inside’-applicative’-put.onto’

Table 6. Transitivized verb
infinitive qi sell

intransitive verb arguments P8 Act.S + P1 InactCoref.S

transitive verb arguments P8 Act.S + P1 InactCoref.S + 4Abs.O

dailasa she sells
da®-il’>-a'-qa’
3r.s3%-past.tense’-3Rs'-sell’

daodlaa she sells him
da®-0*il’-a'-qa’
3r.83%-3M.0"-past.tense’-3Rs'-sell’
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coreferential Handout 6.
reflexives Chart 4.
Active derived The interdependence of conjugation type derivation on the categories of
intransitive derived transitives and intransititves
\resultatlves /
detransi
tivizing \
Inactive coref
Active transitive /Inactive ) Absolutive coref
causative model coreferential derived tr.a.nsit.itves
derived on the derived intransitives object position is
analogy with active anticausatives kadded )
transitive model A
- . j \_ J transiti
T vizing
\ 4
/ . .. \ /lnactive coreferential \ /Inactive coreferential intransitives \
Active transitive intransitives Absolutive coreferential intransitives
. detransi- reflexives quasi-reflexives: auticausatives,
basic model tivizing Absolutive coreferential " autoinstrumental verbs
] intransitives the semantic model is derived on the
Absql utive reflexives analogy with reflexives, no parallel
transititve

reciprocals transitive verb
- / N 2N /
N

Active transitive — Active
Absolutive derived derived intransitive
transitive — Absolutive
derived intransitive
\appllcatlve ) kresultatlves )




